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or being a cowboy means following through on 
one’s commitments, setting goals, and achiev-
ing those goals both personally and profes-
sionally. 

Although the Pasadena Livestock Show and 
Rodeo provides a wide range of entertainment 
during the year, the major function of the orga-
nization is to send as many of our commu-
nity’s graduating seniors to college as possible 
through the awarding of scholarships. That 
commitment to youth and to the power of edu-
cation is a testament to the men and women 
who have carried on our Rodeo tradition 50 
years. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the people who 
have brought us the Pasadena Livestock 
Show and Rodeo for half a century, and I 
thank them for their contributions toward en-
suring our community, and especially our chil-
dren, experience the joys and values of our 
longtime rodeo tradition. 
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SUPPORTING ‘‘BROADBAND’’ 
NETWORKS 

HON. JESSE L. JACKSON, JR. 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 14, 1999 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996 promised 
new investment in high-speed digital networks 
capable of sending and receiving huge 
amounts of data and information. These net-
works, known as ‘‘broadband,’’ are far superior 
to dial-up technology that relies on modems 
and conventional telephone lines. Make no 
mistake, broadband networks are a critical 
part of the continued growth of the Internet. 
However, the promise of the Telecommuni-
cations Act has not been met. Thus far, the 
main beneficiaries of these state-of-the-art net-
works are almost exclusively downtown busi-
ness centers. Broadband services simply 
aren’t widely available to people and small 
businesses, like my constituents in the second 
district of Illinois. 

I have reviewed letters and other commu-
nications from the University of Illinois, North-
western University, Western Illinois University, 
the State Board of Education, the Board of 
Higher Education, and the Illinois Department 
of Central Management Services as well as 
several community colleges and small busi-
nesses on this issue. 

I am convinced that we need to take defini-
tive and immediate steps to deal with the dig-
ital divide. If we don’t we will be a nation of 
‘‘haves’’ and ‘‘have nots.’’ That’s exactly 
what’s occurring today and why I hope we will 
advance legislation to address this problem. 
As a matter of public policy, we should re-
move outdated regulations and encourage in-
vestment and competition by local telephone 
companies in the Internet’s network backbone. 

Mr. Speaker, we owe it to our constituents 
to keep the promise of a bright technological 
future for all Americans. 

TRIBUTE TO ERIC ANDREW THACH 

HON. RON PACKARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 14, 1999 

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Deputy 
Sheriff Eric Andrew Thach who was killed in 
the line of duty last week in Riverside, CA. 
Deputy Thach was born on March 19, 1965, in 
Van Nuys, CA. He was hired by the Riverside 
County Sheriff’s Department on September 
30, 1996. He served as a Deputy Sheriff as-
signed to Corrections, and then transferred to 
a field patrol assignment serving from the 
Jurupa Sheriff’s Station. 

On Friday, October 8, 1999, Deputy Thach, 
while investigating an in-home burglary, was 
shot and killed. Although his time in our com-
munity was short, Deputy Thach was known 
as an exemplary officer who lived his life with 
strength and courage. Our community is deep-
ly saddened that he was taken from us so 
soon. He will live on in our memory. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to his widow, 
Evelyn; his daughter, Shana; and his col-
leagues, who mourn his loss. 

Mr. Speaker, law enforcement officers put 
their lives at risk every day to ensure the safe-
ty of our citizens. Deputy Thach paid the ulti-
mate price for our safety with his very life. I 
am deeply honored to recognize Deputy 
Thach for his tremendous service and sacrifice 
for the citizens of Riverside County. His brave 
service to our community will not be forgotten. 
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TRIBUTE TO MYREL FRANK 

HON. FRANK D. LUCAS 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 14, 1999 

Mr. LUCAS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize and celebrate the 
100th birthday of Mrs. Myrel Frank. Mrs. Frank 
was born in Oklahoma City today, October 14 
in 1899, the same year William McKinley was 
United States President and Oklahoma was 
still a territory. She graduated from high 
school in 1918, while the ‘‘Great War’’ raged 
on in Europe. And she married in 1920, the 
year Oklahoma Republicans elected their only 
majority in the Oklahoma State House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Mrs. Frank and her family moved to Yukon, 
OK, in 1935 where they weathered the Great 
Depression and watched as many fellow Okla-
homans left the state, making the journey to 
the picking fields of California. Mrs. Frank, her 
husband and four children, however, stayed 
on in Yukon where she resides today. 

Mrs. Frank has witnessed a century of our 
nation’s history. Classroom and library text-
books can only provide so much historical de-
tail for present and future generations. It is the 
oral history—the personal stories experienced 
and told by those who come before us—that 
truly makes our nation’s history come to life. I 
thank Mrs. Frank for continuing to share her 
stories with us, and I extend my sincerest 
birthday wishes to her today on her 100th 

birthday. I hope that the years to come only 
add to an already impressive treasure chest of 
experiences and stories. Happy Birthday. 
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AMERICAN INDIAN EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 14, 1999 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, as Co-chairman 
of the House Congressional Native American 
Caucus, it is an honor for me to introduce a 
bill creating an American Indian Education 
Foundation. I especially want to thank the 
original cosponsors of this bill; they include: 
Representatives PATRICK KENNEDY, GEORGE 
MILLER, TOM UDALL, J.D. HAYWORTH, EARL 
POMEROY and JIM KOLBE. 

As a senior member of the House Education 
and the Workforce Committee, I have enjoyed 
the opportunity of developing proposals de-
signed to support Indian education. Up for re-
authorization this Congress is the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Assistance Act that 
includes a section devoted to Indian edu-
cation. This act supports the educational, cul-
tural and academic needs of American Indian, 
Alaska Native and Native Hawaiian children. 

It is estimated that the BIA educates ap-
proximately 12 percent of the Native American 
K–12 population. This means that 88 percent 
of our American Indian and Alaska Native 
youth rely on supplemental educational pro-
grams like Johnson O’Malley. This program 
provides services to more than 200,000 Indian 
students. However, these programs are dras-
tically underfunded. 

A critical need for an increase in funding for 
school construction exists in Indian country. 
When I came to Congress 23 years ago, I was 
appointed chairman of the Indian Education 
Task Force. I will never forget visiting schools 
that were in such poor condition that the chil-
dren of these schools could barely keep warm 
let alone have a chance at getting a decent 
education. I know that the judges in my home-
town in Michigan shutdown prisons that were 
in better condition than many schools I visited. 

Our Native American students deserve a 
decent education. It is our responsibility to en-
sure that our children are studying in environ-
ments conducive to learning. I support the cre-
ation of an American Indian Education Foun-
dation because I believe Congress must find a 
new way to supplement current funding for 
BIA Indian education programs. The Founda-
tion would encourage gifts of real and per-
sonal property and income for support of the 
education goals of the BIA’s Office of Indian 
Education Programs and to further the edu-
cational opportunities of American Indian and 
Alaska Native students. 

The governing body of the Foundation 
would consist of nine board of directors who 
are appointed by the Secretary of Interior for 
an initial period. The secretary of Interior and 
the Assistant Secretary of Interior for Indian 
Affairs would serve as ex officio nonvoting 
members. 

Members of the board have to be ‘‘knowl-
edgeable or experienced in American Indian 
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education and . . . represent diverse points of 
view relating to the education of American In-
dians.’’ Election, terms of office, and duties of 
members would be provided in the constitution 
and bylaws of the Foundation. Administering 
the funds would be the responsibility of the 
Foundation. 

This bill would allow the Secretary of Interior 
to transfer certain funds to the Foundation. It 
is my understanding that the initial funding for 
the Foundation would come from existing do-
nations or bequests made to the BIA. Funds 
prohibited by the terms of the donations would 
not be used for the Foundation. 

The Foundation is not a new idea to Con-
gress. Congress has, from time to time, cre-
ated federally chartered corporations. In 1967, 
Congress established the National Park Foun-
dation. The purpose of the Foundation is to 
raise funds for the benefit of the National Park 
Service. Funds received from individuals, cor-
porations, and foundations are distributed to 
individual parks through competitive grants. 
My bill is modeled after the 1967 Act. 

I believe that an American Indian Education 
Foundation could be just as successful as the 
National Park Foundation. I want to empha-
size that I believe that Congress has a Fed-
eral trust responsibility to ensure that every 
Native American receives a decent education. 
This Foundation would not replace that re-
sponsibility, but would supplement it through 
grants designed to support educational, cul-
tural and academic programs. 

Mr. Speaker, this concludes my remarks on 
creating an American Indian Education Foun-
dation. 
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THE AMERICAN INDIAN 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION ACT 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 14, 1999 

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, it is an honor to be able to join my friend 
and cofounder of the Native American Cau-
cus, Congressman DALE KILDEE, for the intro-
duction of this legislation. 

Over the past several years it seems to me 
that Indian Country has continually been on 
the defensive. Often tribes have had to strug-
gle to simply keep the status quo against leg-
islative proposals that would serve to under-
mine Tribal sovereignty and weaken the trust 
relationship. 

Today can be different. Today we have a 
chance to do something positive for Indian 
Country. Right now we can begin a process 
where the hallmarks of treaty and trust are 
celebrated. We can offer Indian Country a dis-
tinct opportunity to improve the quality of life 
for future generations of Native children. 

As I am sure the committee is well aware, 
the state of education in Indian Country is far 
below that of non-Native communities. 

The per pupil expenditure for public elemen-
tary and secondary schools during the 1994– 
95 school year was over $7,000. The Indian 
Student Equalization Program funding for BIA 
students was about $2,900. 

Unlike public schools which have State and 
local resources for education programs, Indian 

schools in the BIA are totally reliant upon the 
Federal Government to meet their educational 
needs. 

According to the 1990 Census, the Amer-
ican Indian poverty rate is more than twice the 
national average as 31 percent of American 
Indians live below the poverty level. 

The 1994 National Assessment of Education 
Progress showed that over 50 percent of 
American Indian 4th graders scored below the 
basic level in reading proficiency. Another 
NAEP assessment showed that 55 percent of 
4th grade American Indian students scored 
below the basic level in mathematics. 

American Indian students have the highest 
dropout rate of any racial or ethnic group (36 
percent), and the lowest high school comple-
tion and college attendance rates of any mi-
nority group. As of 1900, only 66 percent of 
American Natives aged 25 years or older were 
high school graduates, compared to 78 per-
cent of the general population. 

Approximately one-half of BIA/tribal schools 
(54 percent) and public schools with high In-
dian student enrollment (55 percent) offer col-
lege preparatory programs, compared to 76 
percent of public schools with few (less than 
25 percent) Indian students. 

Sixty-one percent of students in public 
schools with Indian enrollment of 25 percent 
or more are eligible for free or reduced-price 
lunch, compared to the national average of 35 
percent. 

And finally, many of the 185 BIA-funded 
schools are in desperate need of replacement 
or repair. 

Members of the Committee, it is clear from 
these statistics that there is a pressing need in 
elementary and secondary Indian education. 
My colleagues, this is a situation which must 
be met with fierce determination. We need to 
support an aggressive agenda for Indian edu-
cation because the current landscape is not 
meeting the challenge. 

Right now, the BIA and Office of Indian 
Education is not authorized to distribute pri-
vately donated monetary gifts or resources to 
supplement the missions of these agencies. 
Yet every year numerous inquiries from the 
public are made as to where they can donate 
funds that will be spent wisely on behalf of In-
dian education. Simply put, we are missing out 
on a unique opportunity to help funnel non- 
governmental resources into Indian education. 
Ultimately, I believe this legislation is the ap-
propriate answer to this situation. We can give 
the public a high profile mechanism to reach 
out to Indian Nations in a way that is apolitical 
and noncontroversial. 

Simply put, the establishment of an Amer-
ican Indian Education Foundation is good gov-
ernment. It speaks to a modern way of doing 
things in which successful private-public part-
nerships are created. It is also an efficient way 
to get at the heart of a very pressing problem 
without placing an undue additional burden on 
taxpayers. 

Within 2 to 3 years after enactment of this 
bill the Foundation should be completely self- 
sufficient and will not use more than 10 per-
cent of its generated funds to pay for oper-
ating expenses. My colleagues, lets be clear 
at the outset—the purpose of this legislation is 
not to create a new level of bureaucracy or 
make some staffer rich. In my opinion such a 

situation would be one more example of 
where this government has failed in its trust 
duty to Indian Country. In brief, it is my inten-
tion to hold the bureaucracy to the letter of the 
law that we are now beginning to draft. 

As for the role of Congress I do want to 
make one thing perfectly clear. It should not 
be the intent of this legislation to use the 
funds raised to take the place of existing In-
dian education programs. Rather, these funds 
should be considered entirely separate and 
supplemental to the efforts of the Federal and 
tribal governments. 

My colleagues, we all understand the budg-
et shell game and I do not want to see the 
success of this program leveraged against 
governmental funding for teacher training, 
school modernization, and education tech-
nology initiatives. 

In short, I do not want to hear one voice out 
there saying that we do not need to fund the 
Office of Indian Education because the Foun-
dation has X amount of dollars in its account. 
To do so would again be another slight 
against our trust and treaty obligations to the 
First people of this Nation. 

In the end, I want to reiterate the obvious. 
Indian Country is lacking in the resources 
needed to train its children for the demands of 
the global economy. 

The 106th Congress has a chance to help 
rectify this problem. While we should continue 
to allocate more Federal resources towards 
the growing population of children within In-
dian Country we can also make it easier for 
private interests to become involved. Helping 
Indian children achieve is not only a public 
trust but a private one as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope the House will move 
this legislation in a expeditious manner. 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF SUDAN’S 
ANNOUNCED INTENTION TO CON-
FISCATE THE PROPERTY OF THE 
EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF KHAR-
TOUM 

HON. TONY P. HALL 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 14, 1999 

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, religious 
freedom and the lives of many faithful Chris-
tians are in grave danger in Sudan. The latest 
threat arise from the Sudanese government’s 
planned seizure on October 16 of the head-
quarters of the Episcopal Church in 
Omdurman, part of greater Khartoum. These 
buildings, home to the Episcopal Church of 
Sudan since 1925, are occupied by clergy and 
lay people who will not leave until the matter 
is resolved. Christians in Sudan and their 
friends elsewhere have been called to several 
days of fasting and prayer, beginning October 
15. 

These buildings are being seized on a pre-
text, just as the government, which also re-
fuses to grant permission to build any new 
churches in Khartoum, has illegally seized 
many other pieces of church property. Local 
Christians had taken to the streets to protest 
the planned seizure last month, and the gov-
ernment announced that it would give title to 
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